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Henderson places a key figure into the context of modern Russian history. Catherine in her
teens with her fiance Peter Fedorovich. He became Emperor as Peter III in 1762 but died later
that year, after Catherine's coup. Isabel de Madariaga, Catherine's greatest biographer, has ...
Catherine II, the Great - Enlightenment Revolution Catherine II, the Great. In 1868, war broke
out in Poland when Polish nobles rebelled against the central authority, and formed the anti-
Russian Confederation of the Bar. The conflict rapidly spilled over into Turkey, which declared
war on Russia in the hopes of increasing its influence in Poland and Eastern Europe. Was
Catherine the Great an Enlightened Despot ... Despite the controversy, the fact that
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this reason, Catherine the Great, the mother of all Russia, merits to be revered as an
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